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Fresident Joe Biden announced new nominees to the federal judiciary on Friday, including two women of color He’s
nominating to the bench in the Northern Bistrict of California, which covers the Bay Area.
Samantha taurey/ The Chronicle

President Biden continued a ruit of nontintatiiig a diverse slate of judicial nominees
to the federal bench, selecting two women of colot to serve as judges in the
Northern District of California.

it confirmnied by the Senate, Judge Rita F. Lin, who currently serves as a Sait
FrariciSco Superior Court judge, would be the second Asian American wormaii aiid
the first Chinese AmeriCail wolliail to serve as a judge in the district, which
includes San FranciSco, San jose and a swath of western California counties from

Moiterey County to the Oregon bordet.
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Araceli Martinez-Olguin, currently a supervising attorney at the nonprofit National

Immigration Law Tenter, would be the second Latina to serve on the Northern

District court if her nominatioit passes a Senate confirination vote.

LGCTAL NEWS YOU CTAN’T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE: 6 Months for 99¢ ACT NOW

Before her appointineiit as a Superior Coutt judge i San Francisco in ZU18, Lin
setved as a tederal prosecutor in the Northern District and practiced cotporate law.
She graduated from Harvard Caw School in 2003,
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A UC BerKeley School of Law graduate, Martinez-Olguin was previously the
managing attotiiey tor the Inniigrants’ Righits Project at the nonprotit Commmunity
Legal Services in East Palo Alto, worked at thie American Civil Liberties Union and
the U.S. Department of Educatici’s Office for Civil Rights.

The judicial nominatidiis were part of the latest round of eighit, plus another to
come, announced by the Biden administration. That brouglit the number of

annouticed federal judicial nominees by the administration to 132.

“These choices also continue to fulfill the president’s promiise to ensure that the
nation’s courts retlect the diversity that is onie of our greatest assets as a counitry —
both in terins of personat and protessionat backgrounds,” the White House said in a

statement.

Biden had promised to appoint a divetse group of qualified lawyers and judges to

the tederal bench, and i5 sutpacing his predecessors inn doing so, a report from late

last year found.

Three-fourths of his nominges at thie time ot thie report were woinen, and neatly

three out of every five were racial minorities, with the judges nominated in
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California representing even mote diverse backgrounds.

Biden also nominated the first Black woman, Ketanji Brown jacKsoi, who was

sworn in last month, to the U.S. Supreime Coutt.

Drought Map

-aCck water sHortages and restrictions across Ba vy AKTd

Updated to include droughit zones while tracking water shortage status of your area, plus reservoir
levels and a tist of restrictions for the Bay Ared’s largest water districts.

Last month, the Senate confirmed Ana de Alba, a tormer Fresno County judge, to

serve as a federal judge in the Eastern District of California. She is the daugliter ot

immigraiit tarnrwotKers and the first Catina judge appointed in the district.

Stilt, the federal Bench 15 65% male and 72% white, accotding to the report from the
Center for Constitutional Rights.

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Biden-judicial-nominees-Northern-District-diverse-17337341.php 5/9



9/12/22, 12:11 PM Biden selects two judicial nominees for Northern District bench, continuing streak of diverse appointments

THe slate of federal judges appointed by Donald Trump was 76% iitale and 84%

white, and those appointed by Batack Gbaina wete 58% male and 64% white.

The report found that in cortrast to maitiy previous nomiinees who wotked in
cotporate taw of as prosecutors, Biden’s nominees wete mote likely to have worked

as public detenders, tor nonprofits or in academia.

Chase DiFeliciantonio is a Saii Fiaiicisco Chioiiicie staff writer. Email:

chase.difeliciantonio@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @ChaseDiFelice
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End of heat wave brings other weather event to Bay Area: bad air
quality
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spiinkling the Bay Area with bad air guality on its way out the door.
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